












young children are lines: at first scribbly lines, then 
'wooly balls', circles, spirals, triangles, squares-which 
are all more readily dravm with stick crayons than with 
blocks. The block crayon delays the fine motor deveJ.,. 
opment of the hand, discourages the drawing of these 
archetypal forms cif early childhood drawings, and 
causes many children to hurriedly complete a picture 
as �hey cover the paper with quick, broad strokes. 
When holding a block t-rayo/i the five, to six-year-old' s 
han<l is mostly pronated. There is little stabilrzing ef, 
feet rl the flexed ring and little fingers, so the hand 
lacks full support and the motion of the crayon a�ross
the paper is mostly guided by the arm moving at the 
elbow and shoulder and/ or the trunk leaning or twist, 
ing to the sides. This is quite a different picture from 
the hand holdi:ng a stick crayon or pencil, more remi­
hiscent of a younger child who directs the crayon 
acrosti the page with the help of the whole arm and/ 
or .:.ru:::i.k. 
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• Many of today's kindergarten teachers who have stick
crayons in their classrooms have noticed that the chil­
dren draw more universal and age-typical pictures with
more of the mentioned archetypes. In my work with
second graders I have noticed how much longer they
spend on drawing person-house-tree pictures when
they use stick crayons and no "block crayons·. ln :riy
observation, they work with greater care and draw
more archetypal forms.
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